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Legislative Landscape

Dates & Committees:
e The 2023/2024 session started with committees
meeting on October, November and December. The
2024 session started on January 9 and sine died on
time on March 8.

Number of Representatives and Senators:

e  With 120 house members of which 84 are republican
and 40 state senators of which 28 are republican,
both chambers are considered controlled by a super
majority.

Number of Bills passed: Final Count: The Legislature
had nearly 2,000 bills to consider this session, but in the
end only 324 passed both chambers. More than 3,000
votes were taken in 43 floor sessions.

Total Amount of the Budget: $117.46 billion
Amount in Medicaid $: $28.3 billion



Controversial Bills This Session

e Abortion/Personhood HB 1519: Republican Rep. David Borrero, e
which would have banned nearly all abortions in Florida. It never
got a hearing.

e Abortion/Personhood SB 34: Senate Democratic
Leader Lauren Book filed legislation to amend
Florida Statutes to make clear penalties do not
apply to pregnant women seeking to terminate
pregnancies. It did not receive a single hearing

e Ticketmaster monopoly-stifing SB 204 (Brodeur) and
companion bill HB 177 (Andrade): This legislation would
have prohibited live venues from selling tickets through just
one company and banned arenas and concert halls from
selling or transferring passes at prices higher than originally
listed. It would also have forced venues to let performers
sell tickets too. The Senate bill made little movement while
the House bill was never even heard.

Pride flag ban SB 1120 (Borrero) and
HB 901 (Fine): filed legislation to
prohibit flags representing any political,
racial or ideological viewpoint from
being displayed at public facilities. This
was seen as as targeting the rainbow
flag cherished by the LGBTQ
community, therefore the bill was
postponed.

THC caps in marijuana A Senate Health
Policy Committee bill (SB 7050) that
would cap delta-9 levels had moved out
of its first stop on a 7-3 vote.
Meanwhile, a companion bill (HB 1269)
had made it through all committee
stops in the House. But based on the
language of both bills, the chambers
never managed to find the same wave.


https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2024/7050
https://myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=79983&SessionId=103

Controversial Bills This Session

e Open carry This year’s bill (HB 1619) was sponsored by
Rep. Mike Beltran, a Riverview Republican to allow the
open carrying of guns in public. It didn't have a Senate
companion and never received a hearing.

e Transgender identity erasure The bill (HB 1639),
sponsored by Republican Reps. Doug Bankson of
Apopka and Dean Black of Jacksonville also
impacted coverage of gender affirmation surgery
and coverage for conversion therapy, a treatment
widely considered quack science by most medical
associations. No companion version of the
legislation was ever filed in the Florida Senate.

e Term limits for county commissioners Bills from
Spring Hill Republican Sen. Blaise Ingoglia (SB 438)
and Escambia County Republican Rep. Michelle
Salzman (HB 57) sought to impose term limits on
long-serving County Commissioners. But the debate
over how to limit term lengths was ultimately too
great to resolve.

e Ticketmaster monopoly-stifling The House passed a
bill (HB 17) by Navarre Republican Rep. Joel Rudman
that would have required the gun to be delivered after
the three-day period (excluding holidays and e Foreign voting machines: SB 1752, HB 359and HB 1669 —

weekends) regardless of whether the background that would have banned foreign-owned, operated or
check was completed or not. The Senate, though, produced voting machines ahead of the November 2024
didn't hold a hearing on its version of the bill (SB 1124) election. Other parts of the bills would have severely
that Martin sponsored. restricted mail ballots and allowed more poll watchers.None

of the bills received a hearing.


https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2024/1639/?Tab=Analyses
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2024/17
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2024/1124
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=80343&SessionId=103
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2024/438
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=78640
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2024/1752
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=78953&SessionId=103
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=80369&SessionId=103

Priority Legislation

While ASA monitored many bills relevant to FPA this session,
there were several that were a priority:

Remote Dispensing - HB 493 (Rep Roach) and SB 444 (Sen
Collins) would have allowed a pharmacist to remotely supervise
Pharmacy Technicians to dispense drugs in up to 4 remote
facilities increasing the potential Pharmacist to Pharm Tech
ratio from 1:6 to 1:24. It would have also allowed controlled
substances in these remote facilities and created a myriad of
other issues detrimental to FPA members. The House bill died
after it passed one committee with significant push back from
several members who support FPA such as Rep. Chaney and
Rep. Abbott. The Senate bill was never heard in any committee.
With ASA, FPA leadership, FPA members and our dedicated
pharmacy students executing strong opposition messages the
bill sponsors decided to kill their own bills.




Priority Legislation

International Drug Reference Pricing - HB 1431 (Rep Fine) and SB 1750 (Sen
Gruters) also died. This bill would have required drug manufacturers to report
international drug price data to AHCA, required AHCA to hire a vendor to establish
a reference price for prescription drugs using that data ; and then required
pharmacists to charge no more than the reference price. This bill was a
complicated mass of theoretical methodologies that have never been
implemented before and did not even take into account what the pharmacy may
have had to pay for that drug. ASA and FPA launched an advocacy plan to
oppose this bill including meeting with and educating the House sponsor and
committee members many times. It was heard in only one house committee and
was not heard at all in the Senate.

HIV Infection Prevention Drugs - HB 159 (Rep Gallop) and SB 1320 (Sen
Calatayud) will allow pharmacists to screen and dispense HIV infection
prevention drugs in accordance with a supervising protocol. Legislation like this
has been filed in the Florida Legislature for several years with no movement at all.
FPA, the Florida Retail Federation and other stakeholders met with all committee
members to gain full support. After much negotiation which ended with limiting
the drugs to be dispensed to Post exposure prophylaxis drugs the bill passed
both the House and Senate unanimously and became our very own Rep. Gallop
Franklin's first bill to head to the Governor!




Bills Filed that Impact FPA Members

HB 0159 HIV Infection Prevention Drugs
- Franklin |l
- Passed

HB 0201 Emergency Refills of Insulin and Insulin-related Supplies or

Equipment
- Bell

- Passed

SB 0228 Health Insurance Cost Sharing

- Wright
-  Died in Banking and Insurance

HB 0257 Autonomous Practice by a Certified Registered Nurse
Anesthetist

-  Giallombardo

- Died in the Healthcare regulation subcommittee

Bills that are highlighted passed.



Bills Filed that Impact FPA Members

HB 0363 Health Insurance Cost Sharing
- Cross
- Died in Select Committee of Health Innovation

SB 0402 Declarations of Public Health Emergency

- Yarborough
- Died in Health Policy

SB 0444 Pharmacy
- Collins
- Died in Health Policy

HB 0459 Declarations of a Public Health Emergency

SB 0268 Step-therapy Protocols

- Rudman
- Died in Healthcare Regulation Subcommittee

- Harrell
- Died in Health Policy

HB 0345 Proprietorship by Nonphysicians
-  Skidmore
- Died in Healthcare Regulation Subcommittee

HB 0493 Pharmacy
- Roach
- Died in the Healthcare Appropriations Subcommittee

SB 0516 Emergency Refills of Insulin and Insulin-related

Supplies or Equipment

- Rodriquez
- Laid on table




Bills Filed that Impact FPA Members

HB 0561 End-of-Life

- Campbell
- Died in Healthcare Regulation Subcommittee

SB 0584 Health Care Services
- Harrell
- Died in Banking and Insurance

SB 0636 Exemptions from Immunization Requirements
- Garcia (Il
- Died in Health Policy

HB 0659 Health Plans
- Abbott
- Died in Healthcare Appropriations Subcommittee

SB 0668 Step-therapy Protocols

- Harrell
- Died in Health Policy

HB 0345 Electronic Health Records

- Rodriguez
- Died in Health Policy

SB 0680 Protection of Medical Freedom

- Gruters
- Died in Judiciary

SB 0877 Electronic Health Records

-  Overdorf
- Died in Health & Human Services Committee



Bills Filed that Impact FPA Members

HB 1431 International Drug Reference Pricing
- Fine
- Died in Appropriations Committee

HB 1441 Department of Health
- Anderson
- Laid on table

SB 1498 Practice of Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology

HB 1543 Prescription Drug Coverage

-  Gonzalez Pittman

- Died in Select Committee on Health Innovation

HB 1549 Healthcare

- Grant
- Laid on table

SB 1582 Department of Health

Interstate Compact
- Wright
- Died in Health Policy

HB 1535 Public Health Mandates and Policies
- Plakon
- Died in Healthcare Regulation Subcommittee

- Rodriguez
- Passed

SB 1750 International Drug Reference Pricing

- Gruters
- Died in Health Policy



Bills Filed that Impact FPA Members

SB 0924 Prescription Drug Coverage

- Rodriguez
- Died in Banking and Insurance

HB 0955 Prescriptive Authority For Psychologists
- Franklin |l
- Died in Healthcare Regulation Subcommittee

SB 0636 Exemptions from Immunization Requirements

- Garcia (ll
- Died in Health Policy

HB 0975 Backdground Screenings and Certifications

- Trabulsy
- Passed

SB 7016 Health Care

- Health Policy
- Passed

SB 1008 Background Screening Requirements
- Grall
- Died in Fiscal Policy

SB 1094 Immunization Requirements
-  Martin
- Died in Health Policy

SB 1320 HIV Prevention Drugs

- Calatayud
- Laid on table

SB 1406 Restricted Prescription Drug Distributors

-  Calatayud
- Died in the Senate

SB 7018 Healthcare Innovation

- Health Policy
- Passed




ASA’s Legislative Strategy and a Winning 2024

Session for FPA

Each year your lobby team creates and implements an We also took into consideration this year our big

advocacy strategy based on the priorities set by the FPA win from last year with the historical PBM reform

Government Affairs Committee with direction from the bi : : : . .
ill. Thel lat

House of Delegates and the approval of FPA Board of ? egislature considered that bill a big Win

Directors. Each year varies in the number of issues to focus ~ 1OF our industry and so needed to focus on other

on and objectives to be achieved. In developing the listand  healthcare issues. We did spend time lobbying

ranking in priority itis key to evaluate the pOI|t|Ca| I'ea|ity of |eg|s|ators on reC|prOC|ty for pharm techsl

certain legislation. ASA does our best to achieve FPA's recoanized reimbursement for medicaid patients
goals but to also manage expectations in what policy the 9 P '

Legislature will likely adopt. For example - while creating and additional options for continuing education
and defining a reasonable dispensing fee is a priority and courses on vaccinations. While these issues were

clearly reasonable from a business perspective it is simply not included in the Live Healthy package, progress

adverse to the political philosophy of a Republican L ,
controlled legislature. Any new fee introduced into law was made on positioning them for next session.

would be considered a new “tax” and would surely never
pass.



ASA’s Legislative Strategy and a Winning 2024

Session for FPA

Additionally, we cannot anticipate every bill that could be filed that
affects our members and so we have to pivot and defend ourselves
from what could be hostile new laws. This year for example - the
remote dispensing bills and the International Reference Drug Price
bills were deal breakers for our pharmacies. ASA spent a significant
amount of time and resources working with Legislators to educate
them about the negative effects of these bills. We also worked with
many other stakeholders educating them about why they too should
be concerned and opposed to these bills.

We also had to constantly play defense and be on high alert to
ensure no hidden or sneaky amendments were filed to weaken the
PBM law. We pored through hundreds of amendments! There was
also concern that an amendment introduced last year to negate the
collaborative practice act would be introduced again. That too
required enormous due diligence in reading amendments and
listening to discussions to hear any rumblings of what might come
down.

In summary: Handily defeating two very bad bills, passing the first
HIV prevention bill that will literally save lives, protecting the PBM
law from attacks and maintaining the law on collaborative practice
was a very successful session for FPA!



